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A SECOND chance for that extraordinary individual 
who sent a clip of himself ballroom dancing and 
chopping up bricks with his bare hands to potential 
employer UBS? Morgan Stanley is choosing an intern 
according to how many votes his or her homemade 
videos receive online. 

The scheme is a tie-in with a forthcoming Will Smith 
film based on a man who started his career at Dean 
Witter, merged with Morgan Stanley in 1999. The 
studio, Sony, for some reason decided to promote 
the film with a sort of reality TV show whereby 
applicants to work at a number of firms, including 
Morgan Stanley, have to post their videos on a 
website for visitors to vote on. 

Two will go forward to the bank, which will choose the best, assuming that either 
have the necessary qualifications. 

Aleksey Vayner, that was it, a student, it was him who became the laughing stock 
of the investment banking community when that video leaked out of UBS. Could 
he apply? “This is something completely different,” a Morgan insider says sternly. 

THE Alibi Network is an online business that provides just that. In all apparent 
seriousness, it claims it will invent excuses for errant spouses or whatever and 
fake phone calls, hotel bookings, airline tickets and e-mails from anywhere in the 
world. You can even book a call to get you out of a dull meeting or bad date. 
There is a call centre, 24 hours a day. Breathtakingly cynical. I’m amazed no one 
has thought of it before. 

Lording it about

DFS, the sofa retailer founded by Lord Kirkham, was widely ridiculed in 1998 
when a trading statement blamed the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, a few 
months earlier for poor sales. The experience clearly soured Kirkham, who has 
since taken the company private. One advantage of this, he tells Real Business, 
is that he no longer has to explain himself to people who know nothing about any 
of the factors that affect the business. “I am now able to talk about the weather 
without a lot of those City ladies and gentlemen muttering about excuses and 
looking down their noses at me.”

A MASSACHUSETTS judge has had to rule on the vexed question of what, in 
law, constitutes a sandwich. The dispute was brought by a firm that had 
exclusive rights to sell sandwiches in a shopping mall. Along came a Mexican 
restaurant with a line in takeaway burritos and quesadillas, and the whole thing 
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ended up in court. 

The judge, after taking expert advice from chefs and other witnesses, decided 
that a sandwich had to contain two slices of bread, which rules out the Tex-Mex 
stuff. Shades of that court case here a few years ago that had to rule on whether 
a Jaffa Cake was a biscuit.

“FAR! far away, the Google lives, in a land which only children can go to. It 
is a wonderful land of funny flowers, and birds, and hills of pure white 
heather . . .” So begins The Google Book, a sort of sub-Edward Lear work 
by V.C. Vickers, written in 1913. Pictured is the Google itself: “The sun is 
setting/ Can’t you hear/ A something in the distance howl!!?/ I wonder if 
it’s/ Yes!! it is/ That horrid Google on the prowl!!!” Intriguingly, the same 
Vincent C. Vickers turns out to have been a Governor of the Bank of 
England during that period, of all things, and a member of the family whose 
firm made the eponymous machinegun. His only other work (as far as I 
know) is the less charming Economic Tribulation. The founders of the 
search engine, of course, got the name from the mathematical term for one 
followed by 100 zeros — misspelt.

city.diary@thetimes.co.uk 
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